Note cards are the way you collect information for a research report. They will be used to create something that is yours alone. No one else has written or produced anything like your report, poster, speech, slide show (for example, Power Point) or some combination of these.

You will:

1. Read a reasonable amount of the resource (one or several paragraphs or a chapter) before writing anything on your card

2. Think about what is important in what you have read

3. Re-read the section and select the first fact you want to use in your research

4. Think about how to say that fact in your own words

5. Write the fact on the card – only one fact – in your own words

6. Write the topic for that card in the upper left corner

7. Write the code and page number for your resource in the upper right corner

	topic                          resource code – page #

	

	one fact or a:  list

	                       list

	                       list

	                       list

	of very closely related facts.

	

	


For example, using the following section of a works cited list, using the initial of the author’s last name as the code (A for Audubon, D for Deaver and F for Fuller)

Works Cited List

The Passenger Pigeon
(A) Audubon, John James. “Audubon on Pigeons.” International Wildlife May-June 1996: 50.

(D) Deaver, Blair, Erik Carlson and Ryan Carlson. Passenger Pigeon Project. January 3, 2002 <http://gladstone.uoregon.edu/~ercarlso/>.
(F) Fuller, Errol. Extinct Birds. New York: Facts on File, 1987.

Examples:

	food                                                   F – 112

	

	pigeon food: nuts

	                     berries

	                     worms

	                     bugs

	                     grain.

	

	


	population                                            A – 50

	

	Audubon claimed there were so many birds

	that when they flew overhead “the light of noonday was obscured as by an eclipse”

	

	

	

	

	


	Latin name                                       D – n.a.

	

	ectopistes migratorius

	     ecto = outside

	      piste = trail

	      migratorius = moves from place to place

	                                   periodically

	

	


· Notes must be in your own words, but do not have to be in complete sentences. Some teachers may, in fact, not allow full sentences.

· Direct quotations from a resource must be in quotation marks.

· You may use abbreviations that are clear to you and your teacher.

Your notes may be organized by you in a way that shapes your presentation, whatever format you choose or are assigned to do.

