Research Practice: Gathering Background Information


I. Use Lands and People* (Wise Owl) to answer the following:

1. How big is Nigeria?

2. How large is the elephant population?

3. What are the principal crops of the Ibo people?
4. Why is polygyny important to the Ibo people?

5. When did Nigeria become independent?

6. What is the MLA citation for the “Nigeria” article?

7. *What is Nigeria’s connection to gas prices?

II. Use CIA Factbook to answer the following:

1. What colors are in the Nigerian flag?

2. Draw the flag.

3. What is the average (median) age of the citizens?

4. How many children do women have on average?

5. What percentage of the population is the Igbo ethnic group?

6. At what age can citizens vote?

III. Use Literary Criticism* (Wise Owl) to answer the following:

1. Where is Chinua Achebe from?

2. What are two novels he wrote?

3. What tribe is he a part of?

IV. Go to the following web address:
http://www.mid.tec.sc.us/humanities/MLA_research.pdf
1. On page 14 of this PDF document what does it say to do when you use Author’s name in your sentence?

2. Using the information on page 25 how should the date of access appear?

V.  Use Citation Machine and copy the MLA citation for the following article:

“The Story of Barack Obama’s Mother” by Amanda Ripley was published in Time magazine (Vol#171 No.16) on April 09, 2008 and posted on the web at http://www.time.com/time/nation/article/0,8599,1729524,00.html and accessed today.
